2                             OUR CONSULAR SYSTEM.

that could be made in behalf of British residents
in foreign states, enjoyed no such privileges or
immunities. His privileges were enjoyed only
within the limits of the Boman Empire, and his
position was like that held by the Englishman in
India; though, in all probability, it did not quite
amount to that, since Englishmen in India claim to
be free from the jurisdiction of native magistrates,
although appointed under British authority.

The custom of foreign jurisdiction arose from
the grant of this privilege made by the Ottoman
Sultans.

These grants, or delegations of the right of
jurisdiction, were made by the Ottoman Govern-
ment of its free will and pleasure, at a period of
the plenitude of its power, when its greatest neigh-
bour, the German Empire, was its tributary, and
before the existence of that of Hussia. This dele-
gation of authority was in. accordance with the
principles of the Ottoman Government, which had
already delegated civil jurisdiction amongst its
Christian subjects to the Bishops at the head of
the respective Churches. It is often erroneously
imagined that these privileges were obtained, nay,
even forced from the Ottoman Government, under
treaty stipulations, on account of the name by which
these privileges are known; namely, the " capitu-